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CELEBRATING INDEPENDENTS FOR 18 YEARS!
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Beatley Library
Alexandria History Museum at The Lyceum
NOVA Alexandria Campus Auditorium

Schedule and tickets at

AlexFilmFest.com
info.alexandriafim@gmail.com

X alexfimfest €} @alexandriafiimfestival

ALEXANDRIA FILM FESTIVAL @

THE LENDING SUPPORT
YOU NEED FOR THE LIFE

YOU DESERVE

Whether you’re seeking lending assistance for a home,
debt consolidation or other needs, Atlantic Union Bank
delivers flexible financing options, including our STAR
(Steps Toward Achieving Results) home equity and
mortgage loan programs. We make it easier for you

to reach your goals.

Visit a branch or go to
AtlanticUnionBank.com/personal/lending

Our STAR home equity and mortgage loans
are available to assist lower income families
with affordable terms. Learn more today.

Atlantic
Union Bank'

ANY WAY YOU BANK
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The Goodwill donation site accepts clothes, household goods and small furniture
dropped off at the drive through around the back of the building.

New Goodwill Donation
Express Opens in Arlington

By SHIRLEY RUHE
ARLINGTON CONNECTION

( ; oodwill opened a Donation Express
Center in Arlington at 5210 Langston
Blvd in early October. Mfreke, the
donation attendant, says since the Center
opened donations have been building up as
people learn about it. The room is filled with
large bins full of mostly clothes, some pots
and pans with a small couch and dresser sit-
ting nearby.
He says this Goodwill location is for do-
nations only. “The only thing we sell here is
the books that have been donated.” The rest

of the donations get sent out to the other
Goodwill Centers such as the location at 10
S. Glebe Rd. for in-store shopping.

Items that aren’t accepted include cur-
tains, baby furniture such as cribs as well
as large appliances, hazardous material and
mattresses.

The Center is open to receive donations
Monday-Friday from 11 am-7 pm and Sat-
urday and Sunday from 9 am-5 pm. Phone
703-565-2904

See the website for more information and
details on donations that are and are not ac-
cepted at this site. https://dcgoodwill.org/
locations/arlington-donation-express/

Scouting for Food
Targets Critical Need

The annual Scouting For Food Drive
on Saturday, Nov. 9 comes just as
Arlington’s Food Assistance Center
has hit an all time high of 4,000 families re-
ceiving supplemental groceries in one week.
In addition, the count of families being re-
ferred for AFAC resources also hit an all time
high of almost 6,700 referrals. AFAC projects
that if this rate continues, they will distrib-
ute groceries to 4,400 families during the
annual Turkey Week of Nov. 18-23.

Households who have received a Scouting
for Food sticker on their front door in recent
days will have Boy Scouts in their neigh-
borhoods on Saturday, Nov. 9 collecting
non-perishable food items (no glass please)
left by the front door. Residents are asked to
leave their donations out by 8:30 a.m. that
day.

This national effort was begun in 1985
by the Greater Saint Louis Area Council. It
takes place across the country in November
or December, and the items collected are do-
nated to their local pantry which in Arling-
ton is AFAC. AFAC’s most requested items

include low sugar and low sodium items,
canned tuna, soups, vegetables and toma-
toes as well as peanut butter in plastic jars
and cereal. Additional items for the holiday
season include sugar, flour, cooking oil and
coffee.

Charlie Meng, AFAC’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer in the recent monthly newsletter said,
“The rising demand is a call to action—we
depend on the continued generosity of our
supporters to keep up with the increasing
number of families coming to our door. Ev-
ery donation we receive makes a difference
in the lives of those who need it the most.”

AFAC is an independent community-based
non-profit food pantry that provides nutri-
tious supplemental groceries to those in
need at 21 distribution sites. They receive
only 7 percent of their annual budget from
Arlington County and rely heavily on con-
tributions from the community, businesses
and faith-based organizations to meet their
budget.

— SHIRLEY RUHE
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



