
RAIN-CATCHING GARDEN SHED  
& RAIN CATCHER for barrels 
Description and Materials List 

 
Description:  The rain-catching garden shed has a roof that acts as a rain-catcher.  Instead of a standard peaked gable, 
the roof has an inverted, v-shape with a central gutter that slopes downward from one side of the shed to the other, and 
drains into a rain barrel that is supported on a shelf extending from the side of the shed on the lower end.  The gutter is 
lined with flashing, and the plywood roof is covered with a smooth sheet of 1/8” plastic to provide maximum run-off.  A 
4’ wide x 2.5’ deep shed will provide approximately 18 square feet of collective surface area. 
 
Materials for 4’ wide x 2.5’ deep x 6’ high garden shed:  recommend use of pressure treated lumber throughout, but 
only the four 4x4 corner posts absolutely must be pressure treated. 
4” x 4” x 8’ PT corner posts  Qty 4 (shed is only 6’ high, but posts should be planted 18”) 
2” x 4” x 8’ studs (PT or kiln dried) Qty 5 (includes support for barrel shelf) 
 
½” x 4’ x8’ plywood (PT or standard) Qty 5 (includes sides, doors, roof, floor and shelf) 
1” x 4” x 8’    Qty 1 (overlap for doors and hinge backing on doors) 
4” door hinges (galvanized)  Qty 4 
6” wide gutter flashing   6’ 
2’ x 4.5’ x 1/8” plastic for roof  Qty 2 (I used shower wall white plastic in 4’ x 8’ sheet) 
3” deck screws (box of 150-200)  Qty 1 
1 ½” drywall screws (box of 150-200) Qty 1 

 



 

 

  

 


